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Message

From: Kaiser, Steven [kaiser.steven@epa.gov]

Sent: 3/10/2017 3:23:30 PM

To: Carla Morgan {cmorgan@eastchicago.com) [cmorgan@eastchicago.com]; McCoy, Lisa [LMcCoy@idem.IN.gov]

CC: Garypie, Catherine [garypie.catherine@epa.gov]; Toney, Marcy [toney.marcy@epa.gov]; Kyte, Larry
[kyte.larry@epa.gov]; Nelson, Leverett [nelson.leverett@epa.gov]

Subject: USS Lead - Press

East Chicago press clips
US EPA Region 5 — prepared by the Office of Public Affairs
March 10, 2017

NRDC - Time Is Ripe for EPA to Lead on Drinking Water Issues
NWIT - East Chicago senator running for Indiana Democratic chairman

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/anjali-waikar/time-ripe-epa-lead-drinking-water-issues
Time Is Ripe for EPA to Lead on Drinking Water Issues
NRDC March 09, 2017 Anjali Waikar

When President Trump announced that the person slated to head the EPA was, in fact, the same person
whose mission appeared to be to gut the EPA, we all cringed. And yet, during his nomination hearing, then-
Attorney General Pruitt confirmed that in the context of the Flint water crisis, EPA did not do a good enough
job. Pruitt stated unequivocally: “If confirmed and faced with a similar situation, | would inform the state that
EPA will take action if they fail to do so, and use EPA’s emergency authority if the state fails to act.”

Well, that time has come.

Have you heard about East Chicago? East Chicago is yet another city with a lead-in-drinking water problem.
This industrial city is located twenty-five miles southeast of Chicago over the Indiana border. Unfortunately,
drinking water contamination is only one aspect of the challenges the city faces. The community—of which 90
percent are people of color and over a third are living below the federal poverty line—has been plagued by a
legacy of lead and arsenic contamination in connection with the numerous industrial facilities that have been
operating in and around the city for decades. In fact, the City made national headlines last year when officials
found soil with extremely high levels of lead and arsenic in and around the USS Lead Superfund site (an area of
the City designated as a hazardous waste site and slated for cleanup by EPA). Peoples’ lives have been
disrupted. For example, the 1,000 residents of the West Calumet Housing Complex have faced forced
relocation due to the lead and arsenic in their soil; single family homes contend with ongoing excavation
efforts to remediate their soil; and, on the eve of the academic calendar last fall, neighboring Carrie Gosch
Elementary School closed down due to safety concerns arising out of the lead levels at the Housing Complex.

Against this background of soil and air contamination, EPA conducted a pilot study last year to determine if
remediation of the soil would impact lead levels in the drinking water. Based on its own study, the agency
found that a whopping 40 percent of homes tested had elevated levels of lead in their drinking water.
Remarkably, the EPA concluded that the lead contamination is “system-wide,” caused not by legacy soil
contamination, but instead by lead service lines and insufficient corrosion control treatment in the water
system. The situation is particularly dire in East Chicago for the children who are most susceptible to lead
exposure as they face increased, cumulative lead impacts from the soil, air and drinking water.
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EPA identified a system-wide problem and is recommending East Chicagoans consume only filtered tap water.
But it hasn’t offered any other immediate assistance to protect residents from consuming contaminated
water. That's why NRDC and a coalition of local, regional and national advocacy organizations served a
petition on EPA last week. The petition urges the agency to step in and take emergency action to secure safe
drinking water for East Chicago residents, including by providing filters and bottled water at no cost to them.
EPA has the authority to act to “abate an imminent and substantial endangerment to health,” as is the case in
East Chicago, and should do so quickly.

Of course, EPA received our petition the same week the Trump administration announced massive staff and
budget cuts. This could impact the EPA’s ability to enforce public protections like those needed in East
Chicago. In fact, one of the programs rumored to be on the chopping block is the Agency’s environmental
justice program intended to protect communities of color like East Chicago that already bare a
disproportionate pollution burden.

EPA Administrator Pruitt has an opportunity to show real leadership by standing behind the statements he
made at his confirmation hearing and take action where the City and State have failed to do so. Pruitt should
act now.

http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/east-chicago-senator-running-for-indiana-
democratic-chairman/article_b8b4faa3-29ad-5beb-a975-e8¢f9¢c8a7371.html
East Chicago senator running for Indiana Democratic chairman

Dan Carden Northwest Indiana Times Mar 9, 2017
INDIANAPOQOLIS — Four-term state Sen. Lonnie Randolph, D-East Chicago, believes the Indiana Democratic
Party needs a new leader after Democratic candidates lost in every statewide election last year.

Earlier this week, Randolph filed notice of his intent to challenge Democratic Chairman John Zody, of
Bloomington, at the party's March 18 reorganization meeting in indianapolis.

Randolph said Zody and other party leaders repeatedly have failed to follow the preferences of loyal
Democrats in selecting candidates or advancing issues, and simply continuing on the same path is the wrong
direction for the party.

"The key in my view to winning elections in the state is a diversified ticket," Randolph said. "The diversification
can only be achieved by inclusion. The inclusion of people with new, fresh and modern ideals as to how to go
about winning elections.”

He noted that the candidate who received the most votes in 2016 was Republican Attorney General nominee
Curtis Hill, an African American, and claimed that Hill helped sweep other GOP candidates into state and local
offices.

"This key fact symbolizes the effectiveness of a diverse ticket," Randolph said.
He said if Democrats similarly had a black candidate on their statewide ticket it would have "maximized

participation in minority communities throughout the state,” as well as showed black voters that Democrats
don't take their support for granted.
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Randolph, the former chairman of the Indiana Black Legislative Caucus, confessed that if he's elected
Demaocratic chairman that he doesn't know exactly what he'll do to right the party's ship.

But he said he hopes his candidacy at least will show other Democrats that they don't have to accept the
status quo and perhaps inspire them to get personally involved in growing the Democratic Party in Indiana.

Zody said that while he has a great deal of respect for Randolph, he's been traveling the state since Election
Day listening to Hoosier Democrats and talking with them about the party's future.

"I look forward to continuing that as the Indiana Democratic Party moves forward together in a way that
reminds all of us of our Hoosier values and puts us in a position to elect Democrats up and down the ballot in
2018," Zody said.



